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desireth to see you, and are joyous to hear that
you have escaped the plague so well; trusting the
fury thereof to be passed, especially with them
that keepeth good diet, as I trust you do. The
not hearing of the Legate's arrival in France
causeth us somewhat to muse : notwithstanding,
we trust, by your diligence and vigilance, with the
assistance of Almighty God, shortly to be eased out
of that trouble."1
Campeggio was nearly four months on his way,
urged forward everywhere by English agents and
letters, held back everywhere by the Pope's fears
and his own ailments ; but at last, one joyful day
in the middle of September, Henry could write to
his lady-love at Hever :  "The Legate which  we
most desire arrived at Paris on Sunday last past,
so that I trust next Monday to hear of his arrival
at Calais : and then I trust within a while after to
enjoy  that which  I  have so long longed for,  to
God's pleasure and both our comfort.    No more to
you at present, mine own darling, for lack of time,
but that I would you were in mine arms, or I in
yours,  for   I   think  it  long  since  I  kissed   you."
Henry  had to  wait longer than in his lover-like
eagerness he had expected ; it was fully a fortnight
before he   had  news  of  Campeggio's  arrival   at
Dover.     Great  preparations  had  been   made  to
entertain the Papal Legate splendidly in London,
and.on his way thither; but he was suffering and
sorry,   and begged  to be saved the fatigue of a
public reception.    So ill was he that,  rather than
1 'This letter was stated by Sir H. Ellis in his " Original Letters " to be
from Katharine and Henry; and many false presumptions with regard to
their relations at this time have been founded on the error.